Poul Astrup was born in Jutland, and studied possible to characterise fully the pathological nature medicine at the University of Copenhagen. Following of an acid-base disturbance. The so-called Astrup graduation, he worked in the University Department apparatus, and the related Astrup technique, have of Biochemistry, and then held a number of hospital been widely adopted; these have revolutionised the positions, mainly in internal medicine. These early investigation and management of patients with years of his professional career were not exactly easy respiratory and metabolic acid-base disturbances, for Astrup, as indeed was the case for all his fellow and have been instrumental in saving many lives countrymen, and he was imprisoned by the Gestapo and in reducing morbidity. True, the terminology for his extra-mural activities.
Congress of Clinical Chemistry, held in Copenhagen last month.
By now, I have told you enough to explain Astrup's outstanding position in Clinical Chemistry, recently described as the fastest growing component of laboratory medicine. can such a busy man find time for relaxation and family life? Fortunately, the answer is 'Yes'. At their home outside Copenhagen, Professor and Mrs. Astrup, whom we also welcome here today, apart from maintaining a beautiful garden, keep a herd of Aberdeen Angus cattle. I personally had not appreciated the extent of his interest in farming when Astrup last visited Edinburgh. Asked what he would like to do, he gave me an unexpected lesson in how to allocate priorities correctly. Instead of wanting to spend the whole day in the laboratory, he asked to be shown a herd of Aberdeen Angus with a view to discussing points relating to their breeding and improving his stock. As a result, we went first to a farm in the Borders, and after that we visited the laboratory and discussed its problems.
Mr. Vice-Chancellor, it is with particular pleasure that I present to you one of the world's leading clinical chemists, and ask you to confer the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Science upon Professor Poul Astrup. ANGLO-CANADIAN SYMPOSIUM MONTREAL 19 NOVEMBER, 1971 In the Autumn of 1971 a small group of British clinical biochemists toured laboratories in North America. During the visit to Montreal a symposium on topics of mutual interest was arranged by Dr. J. C. Crawhall of the Royal Victoria Hospital. A selection of the papers presented have been prepared for publication.
